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 Police charged a Thurmont man with illegal possession of a weapon in 
Frederick County. On Oct. 24, officers on patrol in Wigville Road for the first 
day of black bear season observed man hunting, identified as Steven Grimes, 
47. During the compliance check, police located a rifle in Grimes’ possession. 
However, during their investigation, officers learned that he was prohibited 
from possessing a firearm due to criminal convictions on his record. As a re-
sult, police confiscated his weapon and charged him with illegal possession 
of ammunition and a firearm. Grimes is scheduled to appear in court at a later 
date.

********
Police charged a Frederick man for poaching on private property on Oct. 30. 
Officers were on patrol in the area of a Frederick County retirement commu-
nity after receiving a complaint that there was a man hunting on the property 
without permission. Police found a man wearing camouflage and holding a 
crossbow, and identified him as Tyler Murphy, 26. He told police that he was 
trying to find a deer he shot elsewhere, where he had permission, and intended 
to get permission for this location afterward. Murphy also claimed he had 
only one bolt with him that he had used to hunt the deer. During this conver-
sation, police noticed that Murphy’s pants had insulation falling out of a tear 
in his clothing. While on the property, police found a natural blind containing 
tufts of clothing insulation similar to Murphy’s; a deceased, antlered whitetail 
deer; and two crossbow bolts with orange fletches, matching Murphy’s. When 
confronted with this information, Police say Murphy admitted that he shot 
the deer while on the retirement community’s property and cited him hunting 
without permission. The deer was donated to a family in need. NRP reminds 
all hunters that Maryland regulations require written permission to hunt on 
private property.

********
A Princess Anne man was charged with oyster violations and other charges. 
Officers were patrolling in the Wicomico River on Nov. 4 when they observed 
someone operating an unmarked Jon boat with commercial oyster gear and a 
basket of oysters on board. Two occupants, one identified as Michael Oney, 
30, were on the vessel. Police conducted a commercial inspection and located 
eleven and a half bushels of oysters, seven and half of those were not tagged as 
required by Maryland law. Oney admitted that the bushel was his. Police also 
discovered marijuana on the vessel, which also belonged to Oney. Afterward, 
Oney was charged with exceeding the catch limit for power dredge by one 
bushel, failure to affix a tag to oyster bushel before leaving the oyster bar two 
bushels, and possession of marijuana. Police returned the oysters to the water. 
He faces up to $2,100 in fines.

Several Anne Arundel and Montgomery County residents were charged with 
trespassing and striped bass violations in Talbot County. Officers were on pa-
trol on Nov. 5  when they observed multiple individuals fishing on the south 
side of the Knapps Narrows drawbridge on Tilghman Island, which is clearly 
marked with a “no trespassing” sign. During their inspection, police located 
four undersized striped bass. Three of the eight individuals admitted to catch-
ing the four striped bass. Additionally, all of the subjects were using a rod 
and reel to attempt to catch fish. Each of these individuals were charged with 
exceeding the striped bass size limit, a $100 fine, and trespassing on posted 
property: Juan Carlos Castillo Gonzalez, 42, of Montgomery Village; Angel 
Gomez Castillo Gomez, 20, of Lothian; Angel Adalberto Castillo Gonzalez, 
44, of Lothian (charged with two fish violations, for an additional $125 fine). 
Additionally charged just with trespassing are: Jose Rodolfo Rivera Cortez, 46, 
of Rockville; Nolvia Ramirez, 24, of Rockville; and Irvin Alexander Roque 
Gomez, 24, of Lothian. For the trespassing charges, all must appear in court.

********
Police cited a Carroll County man for shooting a white-tailed deer with a fire-
arm during archery season. Officers received a call Nov. 8 of shots fired in 
a residential area in Keymar. The caller informed officers that in addition to 
hearing gunshots, he saw a vehicle parked on the road, and a man shining a 
flashlight onto his property. When police arrived, they located a trail of fresh 
deer blood and a deceased antlerless white-tailed deer with a .30 caliber hole 
in the ribcage area. Police identified a suspect as area resident Robert Beers Jr, 
72, and interviewed him at his home. According to officers, Beers admitted to 
using a 30-30 rifle to shoot the deer and trying to track it. He also admitted that 
he knew it was archery season and it was not legal to use a firearm to shoot the 
deer. He faces up to $1,500 in fines.

********
Maryland Natural Resources Police charged a Pasadena man for illegally 
baiting and hunting on the Eastern Shore. Police were conducting surveil-
lance Nov. 26 at a baited area with a tree stand in Chesapeake Forest Lands 
in Dorchester County when they observed Ronald Melvin, 76, sitting in the 
stand. According to police, Melvin admitted that the stand was his and that 
he placed the bait. As a result, officers charged him with failing to remove a 
tree stand, placing bait, and hunting with the aid of bait on Chesapeake Forest 
Lands. Melvin faces up to $1,500 in fines if convicted. 

Maryland Natural Resources Police Report
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Touch
Discerning listeners can learn much about pianists just from their 
touch on the keyboard. One skilled master was known for achiev-
ing a pure sound, partly the result of his distinctive posture. Sitting 
low to the floor, he struck keys from a unique angle. His approach 
was quirky but generated a memorable tone.
Another pianist is known for his elegant touch and, as one critic 
described, “the sheer beauty of sound” produced. So stunning is 
the sound that “one begins to forget that fingers are even touching 
keys.”
Not all pianists have a memorable touch. The playing of one lead-
ing figure was described as “crisp and competent” but lacking in 
artistic distinction. The problem? His “overemphatic touches” and 
“aggressive phrasing.”
Touch was an important distinctive of New Testament ministry. 
This is clear from the story of a woman who had suffered many 
things and tried many cures. She found relief just by touching Je-
sus. He knew that “power had gone out of Him” (v. 30). Touching 
through the laying on of hands was how the Holy Spirit was given 
(Acts 9:17) and important for imparting the gifts of the Spirit (1 
Timothy 4:14).
There is something special about touch. Our touch can provide a 
point of connection as believers. Touch can reassure and demon-
strate compassion and concern. Even a release of the power of the 
Spirit.
Ask God to help you be sensitive to ways you can touch others.
Reflection Question: How can you touch someone’s life with the 
Gospel today?

Front Cover
River Ride - Bald Eagle
Courtesy wildwings.com
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“Men and fish 
are alike. They 
both get into 
trouble when 
they open their 
mouths.” 

- Unknown

 The Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources announces the 
opening of the winter 
turkey season, which runs 
statewide from Jan. 19-21 
for hunters who did not 
harvest a turkey during 
the 2022 fall season.
 Hunting hours are 
from one half-hour before sunrise to one half-hour after sunset. The 
bag limit is one turkey of either sex. 
 “Although wild turkeys are common throughout much of the 
state, populations have greatly increased in certain areas,” Wildlife and 
Heritage Service Director Paul Peditto said. “The population growth 
over the last decade in the central region has been remarkable. The 
winter season can provide an exciting opportunity to get outdoors dur-
ing a time of year when other hunting seasons are coming to a close.”
 During the winter turkey season, hunters may only use shot-
guns loaded with No. 4 shot or smaller, crossbows, vertical bows, or 
air guns that shoot arrows or bolts.
 Hunters are reminded that it is illegal to hunt turkeys with the 
aid of bait. Hunters are required to check in their harvest via phone at 
888-800-0121, online, or via the department’s mobile app.
 The Maryland Guide to Hunting and Trapping provides infor-
mation about winter turkey hunting, including season open dates and 
regulations.

Winter Turkey Season Opens 
Across Maryland
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     I look outside and ponder what 
the rest of winter will be like. So 
far, we haven’t had any snow ac-
cumulation or long periods of bone 
chilling cold. In mid-January, a gas 
station attendant complained to me 
how he despised the rain. I justly 
reminded him that the ¼-inch of 
rain he was lamenting could have 
easily been 3 inches of snow. His 
demeanor quickly changed upon my 
rationalization,
     No matter what Mother Nature may 
throw our way the rest of this win-
ter, bass remain unbothered. Their 
two life concerns are eating and 
spawning. They don’t worry about 
snow removal, replacing windshield 
washer fluid, and dodging pot holes. 
As water temperatures warm from 
late winter to early spring, bass will 
come out of their winter doldrums 
and become active. This is a favorite 
time of year for many bass fishermen 
because they know the odds start to 
turn in their favor.
     While bass are looking to feed, 
they may not be in much of a chasing 
mode when shaking off the winter 
chill. One of my favorite early spring 
lures is a suspending jerkbait. In 
early spring I like to find hard cover -- 
submerged rock piles, riprap banks, 
bridge pilings -- and cast this lure. 
These forms of cover absorb heat 
and warm the water around them. 
Bass and their food source gravitate 
to the warmth. A slowly worked 
suspending bait is perfect. It imitates 
a wounded baitfish; and because it 
suspends, it will stay in the line of 
sight, giving a sluggish, yet hungry, 
bass time to strike it.
     It only takes a few days of a 
warming trend for bass to find their 
feeding mojo. They will become 
more active as the air temps and, 
correspondingly, water temps warm 
during the day. Staying with the hard 
cover is still your best bet, though 
choosing a different lure evens your 
odds. Bridge pilings and riprap call 
for crankbaits and rattle traps. Try 
pillars and pilings in the 10 to 12-
foot range early, and those in 5 to 
8 feet as the day warms. Choose a 
crankbait that dives deep enough to 
make contact with the bottom. Make 
parallel casts along rip rap banks 
with a crankbait or rattle trap. A 

¼-ounce model is best near shallow 
shorelines so that you can work the 
lure slowly. Cast a ½-ounce trap as 
you work deeper banks. 
     Take a two-pronged approach 
to sunken rock piles and wood. A 
square bill crankbait will work well, 
but don’t forget to cast a spinnerbait 
with Colorado blades. The rounded 
blades yield more vibration than 
narrower blades. They need a slow 
retrieve, as the roundness of the 
blades adds lift as you wind the 
lure back to the boat. Both of these 
lures also excel around fallen wood. 
Target wood laden shorelines close 
to channel edges and drop offs.
     In as much as a three-day warm-
ing trend can turn bass on, it only 
takes an overnight cold front to make 
them skittish. This is especially true 
in early spring, and can set the activ-
ity back for a couple of days. Bass 
haven’t as yet fully committed to 
the prespawn feedbags. Any quick 
change in weather adversely affects 
seasonal progression. In most cases, 
bass haven’t moved far. Those taking 
refuge along bridge pilings and deep 
rip rap banks may actually still be 
there. They are just harder to catch. 
Bass that have moved to shoreline 
rocks and wood will likely fall back 
to those channel edges and drop offs. 
     Because bass have fallen into a 
less-active state, they will be harder 
to catch. Crankbaits and spinnerbaits 
are not the ideal lures for getting 
bites. It’s time to offer lures that 
are less obtrusive. Finesse jigs and 
3-inch tubes worked slowly along 
channel edges, drop offs, riprap, and 
pilings work well. Crawfish imita-
tors or straight tail worms presented 
on shaky head jigs are also a good 
choice. Under these conditions, bites 
will be far less obvious. If something 
doesn’t feel quite right or your rod 
tip has a heavy feel when you lift, 
set the hook.
     When stable weather and warm-
ing trends become the norm, bass 
will become more active. Sure, you 
will have those adverse conditions, 
but nature is taking its course. Your 
shoreline rock and wood are good 
places to fish. Yet, if grass flats are 
starting to flourish, you now have 
other options. 
     Keep those crankbaits and spin-

nerbaits handy for the vegetation. 
You can start adding in conventional 
tandem blade spinnerbaits. There are 
a couple of other lures that can be 
used for grass bed reconnaissance. 
Rattle traps, chatter baits, and swim 
jigs are great choices. Retrieve these 
lures close to any immerging grass 
you can find. Should you tick the 
greenery with your lure, twitch the 
rod tip to free it. Hold on though. 
Giving your lure that momentary 
misdirection may trigger a strike.
     If a mid-spring high pressure 
system comes in, it may not have 
much of an effect on bass. The grass 
bed bite may likely fall off, so try the 
hard cover along the banks. Cast your 

crankbaits and spinnerbaits first. If 
they are ignored, slow down with 
your soft plastic baits. However, 
since bass have been eating heavily, 
you will not shy away from large 
offerings. Bass will want a big bait. 
They are just not willing to chase it 
down on a high barometer.
     Spring will be here soon and I 
am looking forward to getting that 
first bass bite. The changing weather 
conditions and patterns will force 
us to be versatile through early and 
mid-spring. When a bass loads up for 
the first time this year – no matter 
what the lure – it will help put the 
winter downtime behind us.   

“Tackle Box Tim”“Tackle Box Tim”

SPRING BASS 
PATTERNS

Chapel Cove
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
BOAT & HOSE AT 

CHAPEL COVE
Steaks & Seafood

Thurs.-Sat., 12-8

Sunday 12-6

Taylors Island, MD 
Marina Phone: 410-901-1070

tifccamp@comcast.net

Jerry Sersen cranked up this 4-pound bass from a rip rap shore-
line.
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8 yr old Luke Basel with his first Deer!  Taken with his Savage 
350LGND near his family farm in Tilghman.

Scott D and his team made a day out of hunting with Schrader’s 
Outdoors, they had a goose and flighted mallard hunt in the morn-
ing followed by an afternoon upland hunt,

The Cameron Boys are on the Snows again.
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tifccamp@comcast.net

Ever Forward ship 
owners to pay $676,200 
for Chesapeake oyster 
bar restoration
 Owners of the container 
ship Ever Forward will pay 
$676,200 toward reseeding and 
enhancing a Chesapeake Bay 
oyster bar where the 1,095’ ves-
sel ran aground on March 13, 
2022.
 The Evergreen Marine 
Corp. vessel was heading south 
from Baltimore to Norfolk, Va. 
when it ran aground outside the 
Craighill Channel near lighted 
buoy 16 around 8:20 p.m.
 In its report on the accident, 
the Coast Guard found that the 
Maryland state pilot guiding the 
Ever Forward was distracted by 
his cell phone use in hours be-
fore the grounding. The report 
also faulted the Ever Forward 
bridge crew; investigators sum-
marized “the incident’s causal 
factors to be the pilot’s failure to 
maintain situational awareness 
and attention while navigating, 
and inadequate bridge resource 
management.” 
 The grounding led to an 
extended drama with the ship 
stranded for more than a month, 
as a unified command of the 
Coast Guard, Maryland Depart-
ment of the Environment, and 
Evergreen organized a massive 
salvage plan to free the ship. 
Dredging, cargo lightering, and 
complex towing plans all had to 
be used before the Ever Forward 
finally floated free on April 17.
 On Jan. 4 The Maryland 

Board of Public Works in An-
napolis approved a wetlands 
license that require the Ever 
Forward owners to pay for seed-
ing of oyster bars as mitigation 
for the effects of that vessel’s 
grounding on aquatic habitat.
 “The seeding of oyster bars 
will contribute to an improved 
aquatic habitat and provide long 
term water quality benefits,” 
said Suzanne Dorsey, Mary-
land’s acting secretary of the en-
vironment. “From the time that 
the Ever Forward was grounded 
to the refloating of the vessel to 
the issuance of this wetlands li-
cense and its special conditions, 
the Maryland Department of the 
Environment has been on the 
job to ensure that the Chesa-
peake Bay and its habitat for 
oysters and other aquatic life are 
protected.”
 The $676,200 provides for 
the seeding and enhancement 
of oyster bars to mitigate the ef-
fects on aquatic habitat, includ-
ing other areas outside of the 
immediate impact area.
 State officials issued an 
emergency wetlands license to 
allow the weeks of dredging, 
bringing in barges to lighter the 
vessel’s containers, and anchor-
ing operations needed to free 
the ship.
 In all the grounding and 
dredging impacted about 14 
acres of Chesapeake Bay bot-
tom, including 11.5 acres within 
the boundary of a natural oyster 
bar. The Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources issued a 
report with the results of a sur-
vey regarding the potential im-
pacts to the natural oyster bar 
and aquatic habitat.
 “The board’s action ratified 
the emergency license, with 
modification, by requiring Ever-
green Marine Corp. to mitigate 
the impacts from the dredging 
operations. Evergreen Marine 
Corp. will make payment to 
DNR for that agency’s enhance-
ment and reseeding of 41 acres 
of oyster bars to satisfy the miti-
gation requirement,” according 
to a summary from the Mary-
land Department of the Envi-
ronment. “Because the impacts 
occurred within Anne Arundel 
County, DNR will consider lo-
cations within that county as a 
priority.”



9www.fishingandhuntingjournal.comFebruary/March 2023

SPANNING THE GLOBE

Tiffany McKenzie with a beautiful fox squirrel she 
killed in Chesterfield County, NC.

Two moose were found locked up under the ice in Unalakleet, Alaska. It 
took almost 8 hours to free the carcasses. The finished skulls fill up an 
entire pickup bed.

The SCI world record elk harvested from Bull Basin Ranch in 
Gunnison, Colorado.

HUGE HEN Eggwagon Steelhead, caught by Tommy Boyle. 
on the Clearwater River in Idaho.

George Laws tagged 
this western buck in 
the snow 2 weeks ago 
in Idaho.
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SETTING 
WATERFOWL 

SEASONS

“Tuna The Tide”“Tuna The Tide”

By Captain Mark 
Galasso

410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com
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It was a beautiful sunrise. One of 
those incredible sights when the 
sky turns an orange red before the 
sun even peeps over the horizon. 
For mariners it’s a sign of things to 
come. And not good things.  But we 
were hunkered down in a goose pit 
hoping to take a few Canadas before 
work. There wasn’t a cloud in the 
sky. No birds either. All we could 
hear was the sounds of a large raft of 
Geese peacefully resting on the riv-
er a couple miles away. Occasion-
ally the honking would pick up like 
the Geese were ready to fly off and 
forage but more likely it was Geese 
coming back to roost after a long 
nights feed. Either way it looked 
like it was going to be awhile before 
our Geese were coming.
     A couple of the guys started call-
ing to the Geese with their fancy 
goose calls They sounded great but 
I’m not sure the Geese were really 
interested in what they were saying. 
The rest of us that aren’t so good at 
talking to the geese started to con-
verse with one another. After ex-
hausting most of the common top-
ics like fishing and medical issues, 
yea we’re an older crowd, we got on 
the topic of our hunting seasons and 
why we have what we have. Most of 
us were in our prime when Maryland 
had a three bird, 90 day Goose sea-
son and a fairly liberal duck season. 
After a discussion about “The good 
old Days” we got down to busi-
ness. The question always comes up 
about the differences between states 
and regions, early seasons and resi-
dent seasons and why we can go to 

Mexico and shoot dozens of ducks 
or Canada and shoot lots of ducks 
and Geese but in Maryland, the one-
time Canada Goose Capitol of the 
East Coast, we have a short one bird 
season.
     I brought up the resident Can-
ada season here in Maryland. It’s 
always seamed odd to me that the 
western shore has a five bird limit 
on residents and a one bird limit on 
migratory birds. And here on the 
Eastern shore we don’t even have 
a resident season. My only answer 
to this mind twister was since resi-
dents don’t migrate Maryland didn’t 
have to follow the Federal Guide-
lines that create the framework for 
all migratory waterfowl hunting. 
Yup I was wrong.
     So I went to the computer and 
did a little research and here is what 
I learned. First off ALL Geese and 
Ducks no matter where they are born 
are considered Federally protected 
and managed. The only exceptions 
are RSA waterfowl and domestic 
birds. And they are required to be 
banded at all times with the breed-
ers information. The Geese that live 
their whole life on your golf course 
are still protected by the Feds. Re-
member that when you tee off!
     So how does our Federal Gov-
ernment as well as the governments 
of Canada and Mexico protect and 
manage Waterfowl? Let’s start with 
a little history. Obviously the na-
tive Americans that occupied the 
Americas didn’t worry about sea-
sons and possession limits. They 
took what the needed for survival 

and not much more. And the way 
they hunted wasn’t conducive to 
large scale harvests of waterfowl. 
Basically by bow and arrow and 
small entanglement nets. It wasn’t 
until the advent of scatterguns and 
larger nets that waterfowl could be 
taken in large enough quantities to 
really make a difference and the fact 
that these birds were highly migra-
tory meant that natural seasons took 
care of availability. But it really was 
the dustbowl era, the Dirty Thir-
ties, that precipitated the need for 
Waterfowl management. This cou-
pled with the old market gunning 
days really brought home the need 
for waterfowl management. The 
process for managing the resource 
actually began with the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918. 
This gave the Federal Government, 
as well as the Mexican and Cana-
dian Governments the legal author-
ity to manage the resource. Prior to 
this time it was up to the states to 
manage the resource while it was in 
their state. In the 30s with the ma-
jor decline in waterfowl populations 
due to drought and over harvest the 
our Federal government made a few 
major changes in the ways Ameri-
can hunters could harvest water-
fowl. Hunters could no longer use  
shotguns holding more than three 
shells or heavier than 10 guage. No 
more baiting, live decoys or sink-
boxes as well.
     It was also noted that for the feds 
to manage the resource they would 
have quantify the resource. This is 
done with tens of thousand of hours 
every year flying over breeding ar-
eas not only quantifying the resource 
but determining the health of the 
habitat. Many more hours are spent 
boots on the ground, banding indi-
viduals and assessing habitat. All 
this data gathering actually starts at 
the end of the previous season and 
lasts for over 6 months. After all the 
data is analyzed a statement paper 
is put out. At points along the pro-
cess timeline things are opened up 
for public comment. In mid summer 
the US Department of Interior sets 
overall frameworks for the States to 

work within. States can set stricter 
seasons and bag limits but not more 
liberal ones than the overall guide-
lines. 
     Each of the four flyways has a 
team of experts from the federal 
government as well as each mem-
ber state. And they provide input 
throughout the process. These indi-
viduals form the technical commit-
tees that advises the US Dept. of In-
terior. The state representatives also 
provide HIP counts from their states 
that show the harvest numbers from 
those states. The whole process is 
very science driven however there 
does come a time when economics 
does come into play and heated ex-
changes are inevitable.
     Hopefully this gives you a bet-
ter understanding of the process. 
Some of the outcomes are still head 
scratchers. One can only assume that 
managers are looking at the overall 
picture while noticing some subtle 
changes in the way waterfowl spend 
their lives. It hasn’t gone unnoticed 
that as global temperatures rise for 
whatever reason nature is adjust-
ing. Animals like geese and ducks 
are not migrating as far since food 
and shelter are now abundant closer 
to their nesting areas. Season dates 
guidelines try and take this into ac-
count but don’t always hit the mark. 
In my research most sources insist 
that if there is to be an error, manag-
ers always try to err on the side of 
protecting the resource. The way it 
should be. 
     If the reader would like more 
information on the history or man-
agement of waterfowl, Ducks Un-
limited is an incredible resource. 
Though they are far more involved 
with habitat and habitat restoration 
they provide a great insight into the 
whole process. They have chap-
ters all over North America. Visit 
their website or if your interested 
in learning more about membership 
here on the Eastern Shore of Mary-
land they can be reached through 
John Notarangelo at MDDUchair-
man@gmail.com.
Happy Hunting
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• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors - Instruction Available
Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now

410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023
US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
Open 7 Days Per Week Rain or Shine 

24 Covered Benches
$20 Shoot All Day

Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge
www.maryland3gun.com

9 am to Sunset

 500 YARD 
RANGE!

Delmarva Sporting Clays

3 Gun - Fastest 
Growing Shooting 
Sport in the U.S.

9 AM - 6 PM

Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

Check out E-line Store - 
www.theshoresportsman.com

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Full line of Traditional 
Archery Equipment.

Deer Corn $20 per 100lb. bagDeer Corn $20 per 100lb. bag
 Live and Frozen Baits

Blood Worms / Night Crawlers / Meal Worms / Wax Worms / Grass Shrimp  
 Razor Clams/Bait Shrimp / Clam Snouts / Chicken Necks etc...All Fishing Tackle 

 Crabbing Suppies/ Pots / Lines and Much More!  

7403 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard Glen Burnie, MD
410-590-0000 helmickrs@gmail.com

Under New Management
All About Bait and Tackle Shop ll

Groundbreaking Wild Turkey 
Research Set to Begin in Maryland
 This winter, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
is kicking off the first comprehensive study of wild turkeys ever con-
ducted in the state. The 3-year research project aims to answer many 
questions about factors potentially impacting turkey populations. 
 “Wild turkeys are an important game bird in Maryland,” Wildlife 
and Heritage Service Director Paul Peditto said. “The results of this 
study will help inform management decisions and ensure turkey popula-
tions remain healthy going into the future.”
 Wild turkeys will be captured and outfitted with leg-bands and/or 
GPS radio-transmitters. DNR staff will monitor the birds throughout the 
year and collect data on survival, reproduction, movements, and habitat 
use. The effects of weather, habitat, predators, disease, and hunter har-
vest will all be investigated by the research team.
 The department is asking for the public’s assistance by reporting via 
online form any turkey flocks they see during the winter. 
 Although turkey populations have increased in Maryland in the past 
50 years due to an intensive restoration program to reintroduce the birds 
to their historic range, surveys suggest that their numbers have declined 
from their peak in some areas.
 The annual DNR Summer Wild Turkey Observation Survey has 
documented a general decline in wild turkey reproduction the past sev-
eral decades, particularly in areas that were previous turkey strongholds. 
Spring turkey harvests have dropped in some areas as well. Similar 
trends in other states throughout the U.S. have prompted numerous stud-
ies to investigate potential causes.
 This research will be conducted as part of a multi-state collabora-
tive effort with partners, including the Pennsylvania Game Commission, 
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, Penn State University, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, and the National Wild Turkey Federation. Data 
will be collected at sites throughout the mid-Atlantic region to allow 
comparisons among areas with different landscape characteristics, pro-
viding an avenue to learn even more about the birds.
 More information about the project can be found on the DNR web-
site.
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Online Auctions 
To Be Held 

March 7th 2023
April 18th 2023

Future Dates To Be Announced
      

     Our Commision Rates Per Item:
$500+ – 0% Complimentary 

Commission
$100-$499.99 – 5%
$50-$99.99 – 10%
$25-$49.99 – 25%
$10-$24.99 – 50%

Specialty Sportsman’s Auctions
To Include: Decoys, Quality Firearms, Ammunition and 

All Items Related To Hunting and Fishing

FOR CONSIGNMENT INFORMATION
Please Email Us At: Office@dfi1961.com or call: 443-480-9126

See all our current and upcoming auctions at
www.crumptonauctions.com
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atlantictractor.net
Visit one of our 19 locations!

BUILT FOR
YOUR DAY

John Deere Gators give you the 
power, handling and comfort you 

need to take care of business. 

Mekenna Richardson was all smiles when 
she bagged this doe. Photo courtesy 
Delmarva Sporting Clays and Rifle 
Range.

Luke Payne age 8 with his first 1st deer 
taken with a bow.

Bob and his son Butch had a great 
Goose and Flighted Mallard hunt with 
Schrader’s Outdoors! Bob, his son and 
Butch had a great Goose and Flighted 
Mallard hunt with Schrader’s Out-
doors.

Mr. Scott Adams and his brother 
KEN with a nice redhead.  Photo 
courtesy Diving Ducks Outfit-
ters. Max Nordhoff with his 10 pt buck. Photo courtesy 

Johns Butcher Shop.
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Dean Paisley age 92 shot this 7-point buck in Caroline County 
MD.  Dean has always had a passion for nature and the outdoors 
and even at age 92 it has not stopped.

Katie Bell with her first 
buck during muzzleloader 
in Caroline County.
Photo courtesy Fishbones.

 Angler Jen Zuppe’s 23.4 pound tautog will most likely be a new 
IGFA World Record for lady angler.  Caught on the Fish Bound 
with Captain Kane Bounds out of Ocean City, MD.

Nathan Sutton  shot a great stag. Photo coursey Shore 
Taxidermy.
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“When Competition Quality and Customer Service are a priority....”

Producing quality Taxidermy for over 30 years in Edgewater, MD.

www.feganstaxidermy.com
410-798-5656

MD State Bow Record DeerStop by and See Us Today!

 
 Many of you may know 

Derek Wolfe as a retired 
Ravens defensive tackle. 
The sack master also played 
for the Denver Broncos. He 
returned to Colorado after 
ending his football career 
due to injuries. He may have 
been to hurt to play in the 
NFL but not to stop enjoying 
the outdoors. 

 In his Colorado home com-
munity, 2 dogs were attacked 
and killed by a mountain 
lion. Derek went on the 
hunt. He tracked the lion and 
hunted it up and down the 
snowy mountain. His climb 
was over 2,500 feet at an 
altitude of 9,600 feet. 

 Once he located the moun-
tain lion, he used a bow 
and arrow to dispatch the 
dog killer. Once dressed, he 

threw the beast onto his back and hiked back to town. On the trek, he 
slipped and fell 10 feet off a small cliff. 
 Not only did Wolfe kill the Cat, he has a trophy and story to 
add to his legacy as an extreme athlete and hunter. 

Derek Wolfe, a retired NFL player, recently 
killed a Mountain Lion.

8 year old Hunter Wink with her first deer. Photo courtesy Winks 
Sporking Goods.

Alaina Bounds Bagged 
this big Mature Doe 
dressing out at 105lbs on 
Maryland’s Junior Hunt 
Day. Which Took 1st place 
in the Junior Big Doe 
Contest at Winks Sporting 
Goods.
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“Montana Grant”“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

HIGHER FLY FISHING!!!

Fly fishing is one of the oldest forms 
of fishing. Originally, fly rods were cane 
or wood, lines were waxed and braided 
horse tail hair, Reels were just blocks 
of wood or metal, and tippet was made 
of animal sinews. 

Today, fly outfits and gear have 
come a long way. Rods are graphite 
composites, line is PVC and nylon 
hybrids, leaders are fluorocarbon mono-
filaments, and reels are machined from 
solid blocks of aluminum. Fly reels also 
have improved disc drags. 

As fly fishing has evolved, so do 
fishermen. Dedicated fly fishermen 
need to be students of their sport. You 
will never know everything, but there 
are things you can do to raise your 
skill level to the highest levels. “The 
most important things we learn, are the 
things we learn after we already know 
everything.”

Winter is a good time to begin man-
aging your fly gear. Here are some ways 
to make your 
gear perform 
at a higher 
level!

 
Wash, reverse, 
and condition 
your fly line    
If you are us-
ing a double 
taper fly line, 
now is when 
you reverse it. 
The lines shape is the same at each 
end. Reversing it allows the line to 
last longer. Wash the line in a warm 
water bath. Use Dawn dish cleaner to 
remove the crud. Wipe and rinse the 
line. Now hang the line outside between 
two posts and allow to relax and dry. 
Use a cloth sprayed with Armor All, to 
wipe and condition your line. If the line 
is too chipped, inner core is exposed, 
or damaged/knotted, get a new quality 

line, and install. 
Reel cleaning and lube    While the 

line is off the reel, inspect and clean the 
reel. A very light coating of oil helps. 
Too much oil simply attracts grit and 
dirt. Wax the metal portions to water-
proof and make the reel friction free. 
Upgrade to a disc drag reel if you have 
not already done so. Check or replace 
your backing. Tighten and Loctite any 
screws.

 Retie the nail knot or fly line 
to tippet link    Nail knots are not for-
ever. YouTube videos can demonstrate 
how to tie this knot. You can also use 
wire pins or other links to connect the 
materials. The butt section of the tippet 
is heavier and allows you to connect a 
new tippet. Don’t forget to secure the 
backing knot also. 

 Practice your knots.    Guys that 
are lousy knot tiers use a loop-to-loop 
leader connection. They also use a Sur-
geons knot which is easy to tie but not 

as strong as a 
Blood Knot. 
The Blood 
Knot allows 
you to make 
d r o p p e r s 
and creates a 
more secure 
connection. 
Practice with 
2 pieces of 
heavy mono 
or yarn. Each 

piece is a different color, maybe gold 
and green. Once you see how the knot 
is built, you will better understand how 
to tie it. This means fewer break offs, 
better presentations, and smoother 
casts. 

 Clean and inspect your rods.    
Rods collect crud from use. Wash the 
entire blank, grip with soapy water, and 
rinse. Now inspect the rod for dings 
and scratches. Use a Q-tip to check the 

guides for grooves and cracks. Recoat 
the blank with a light protective clear 
coat. Smooth or replace any damaged 
guides. Store the rod in a cloth cover 
before putting it into a rod tube. If you 
don’t have a case or tube, make your 
own. The cloth cover reduces vibrations 
from transport, which can cause modern 
rods to fracture. 

 Fly box inspection.    This is so 
important. Take some egg cartons and 
separate/inspect all your flies. Remove 
any tippet knots, sharpen every hook, 
and separate trash flies that may be 
repaired. You will be surprised how 
many flies have broken or no hooks. 
Make a list of what you need to replace. 
Glue a small super magnet into every 
chamber of your fly box. This will keep 
your flies from falling or blowing out. 
Also tape a mail return label inside the 
lid in case you lose the box. I have had 
a lost box returned because of this trick. 
Do the same to all your gear. Focus on 
your 6 best, and most used flies for your 
primary box. Organize boxes by type. 
Ex. Nymphs, streamers, dries, terres-
trials, hoppers, etc. Don’t over fill the 
boxes. Keep a storage box for refills as 
needed. Use small moisture absorbing 
packets to keep flies dry and bug free. 

 Boot and wader inspection.    
You do not want to discover a boot 
leak when fishing. This will ruin your 
day. Use a wader wash to clean all the 
crud off the boots, inside and out. While 
the boots are wet. Hang the dry on the 
outside boots/ waders up and fill with 
water. Look for any bubbles or leaks. 
Spray the outside with a light soapy 
spray to help locate leaks. Prime leaky 
areas will be found in the crotch, knees, 
ankles, and on the bottom heel to sole 
angle. Mark any leaks and repair once 

the boots are completely dry. Consider 
gluing protective pads on the knees. The 
best fly fishermen are often kneeling 
when sneaking up on fish. The new 
super tapes make infield repairs and add 
protection to worn areas. The tape also 
comes in a liquid that you can paint on. 

 Net Check    If you do not 
have an appropriate Catch and Release 
net, get one. This means a rubber or 
soft nylon mesh. No cloth nets, which 
act like towels to wipe the protective 
slime from fish. Attach the net to your 
vest with a retractor reel. This keeps 
the net high on your back and always 
accessible. Other detachable nets get 
dropped or fall off. You may need to 
drop it mid battle. Inspect the mesh for 
tears and breaks. 

 Vest Check    Empty your vest 
and wash it. Reorganize where you store 
your gear and be consistent. Weights 
go here, leaders go there, and tippet is 
stored out of the sun in the small tippet 
pockets in order , etc. Don’t store your 
tippet or rods exposed to the weather 
and sun. 

Following these ideas will maximize 
your fishing time, create better presenta-
tions, and help your gear perform better. 
This means catching more fish!

Now that you are organized and re-
loaded, it’s time to locate a new fishing 
hole. Many states have Fish For Fun 
areas that are stocked or maintained 
for anglers. Maryland, Virginia, and 
Pennsylvania have some wonderful 
opportunities. Contact your local Dept 
of Natural Resources for destinations. 
Fishing new waters will make you a 
better fishermen and meet new friends. 

Taking your Fly Fishing to a higher 
level is fun and helps you evolve as 
an angler. 

Thompson Safe Company

We Deliver to MD • VA • WV • PA
www.thompsonsafes.com

Mike Thompson
301-631-1500

Protect Your Investment
Residential and Commercial Safes

7313-M Grove Road • Frederick, MD 21704

• Graffunder® Safes • Summit® Safes • Superior® Safes
• Safe Accessories • Safe Moving

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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 THE FASTEST GROWING NAME 
IN INERTIA SHOTGUNS

 

retayusa.com/why-retay
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I don’t have to tell anyone that 
the 2022 boating season was a busy 
one! From jet skis to sailboats, paddle 
boards to tiki bars, jon boats to house 
boats, just about every type of water-
craft you can imagine could be found 
at one time or another pushing about 
Delmarva’s coastal bay and ocean 
waters and it’s interesting to note 
each season how the trends in boats 
and boating continues to change over 
the years. I can remember when a 
25’ Mako with twin 125hp Johnson 
outboards was considered a “big” 
center console, there were “zero” bay 
fishing head boats, jet skis, kayaks, 
or parasail boats, and every day the 
upper bay was covered with Hobie 
Cats and Sunfish sailboats. Times 
have changed!

Like lawn-darts and bell-bottom 
pants, for one reason or another boat-
ing trends come and go, and whenever 
something seems to be all the rage 
there are always a lot of folks standing 
on the sidelines trying to figure out 
why it’s so, and I’m not ashamed to 
say that I’m one of them. I’ve spent 
most of my life working on and around 
boats and there has always been, and 
always will be, trendy things in boat-
ing that I just don’t understand. But 
before I roll out my short-list of some 
of the latest trends, let me make clear 
that I am “not” suggesting that there 
is anything wrong with these trends, 
it’s just that, by my own ignorance, 
I don’t “understand” why they have 
recently become so popular.

Take kayaks for instance. It seems 
to me the greatest thing about mod-
ern kayaks is that they are relatively 
inexpensive, light, easy to transport, 
store, and can be launched anywhere 
providing quick and easy access to 
waters not accessible by conventional 
boats. Kayaks have opened so many 
great opportunities for people of all 
ages to fish and explore waters around 
the world and it’s really cool what 
folks are doing with them and where. 
I don’t have one, but I think kayaks 
are awesome! 

However, I don’t understand why 
some folks rig their kayaks with so 
much “stuff” that they hardly end up 
having a place to sit. Okay, I get it, if 
you’re going to fish you’ll need rod 
holders, a place to keep bait, tackle 
and supplies, but apparently some 
kayakers feel the need to also have 
depth sounders, trolling motors, bat-
teries, gas motors (I have a friend who 
has a 3hp on his) 1 or 2 outriggers, 
sails, umbrella-like sun shade things, 
and special brackets for holding their 
phones, GoPros, and drinks. Anyway, 
I’ve always wondered why, rather 

than overstuffing a kayak, folks don’t 
just get a canoe or a small jon boat that 
they can still paddle if they wish but 
is better suited for carrying the extra 
gear and accessories some seem to 
think they need. A little cartop boat 
could also allow for an extra passen-
ger or two and they wouldn’t have 
to worry about sitting in a puddle of 
water all day.

Something else I don’t understand 
is the recent trend in putting giant 
outboard motors on deck boats. Deck 
boats (or “pontoon boats”) have been 
around for a long time and for a lot 
of people are the perfect platform 
for taking friends and family out 
and about our coastal bays. Fish-
ing, clamming, crabbing, exploring, 
tubing and just about anything else 
a small group might wish to do on 
the water can be safely done from a 
simple and affordable deck boat. That 
is until you rig one with a 200-300 
horsepower motor that scoots across 
the water at 50mph or more! Sure, you 
can still do all those things from your 
supercharged platform, but the safety 
factor is greatly reduced in a family 
boat that can run at those speeds. 
After all, hitting shallow water at 25 
mph is one thing - doing it at 50 can 
be deadly, and who needs to travel at 
that kind of speed just to get to the 
clamming grounds or sandbar party 
anyway?

Speaking of sandbar parties…… I 
don’t get it, I’m sorry but I just don’t 
understand the current trend where 
people get in their boats and spend 
a big chunk of their day hanging out 
on a crowded sandbar jammed with 
boats and people and all the stuff that 
goes on when you squeeze too many 
people (and alcohol) in too small a 
space. For me, boats have always been 
my own escape pods from the crazi-
ness of living in a resort environment. 

There are so many secluded places 
on the bay where someone can pull 
their boat up on a beach or sandbar 
and have it all to themselves without 
worrying about what anyone else is 
wearing, drinking, cooking, throwing, 
saying, driving, or blasting on their 
stereo. I know it’s just me, but I just 
don’t get the magic of getting in a 
boat and running towards the crowd 
instead of away from it!

Finally, it used to be that about 
the only boats that would do 50+ 
mph on the ocean were the big, loud, 
ocean racer type boats featuring twin 
hopped-up, gas guzzling I/Os blasting 
out a gazillion horsepower. Now, at 
least on calm days, those kinds of 
speeds are being reached by the lat-
est trend in big center console fishing 
boats being pushed along by 3-4 (or 
more) giant outboards. Not just big 
and fast, these boats are wonders of 
modern technology featuring most, 
if not all, of the same array of elec-
tronic fish finding and navigational 
electronics as might be found on the 
big (traditional) sportfishing vessels. 
This trend in big go-fast fishing boats 
has really taken off and these boats 
can now be found hanging in lifts in 
marinas and at private docks all over 
Delmarva. 

“Yes” I will agree that these boats 
are bad to the bone and I’m impressed 
with the technology that allows them 
to do what they can do. However, the 
bottom-line is that they are still just 
big “center console” boats. Which 
means that when it’s cold, the wind 
is blowing, spray flying, or the rain 

is falling, everyone aboard is going 
to be outside soaking up every bit of 
it! Traditionally, the discomfort of 
fishing from a modest size single or 
twin engine open boat was accepted 
as the price of admission for getting 
offshore in a boat that would cost 
a fraction of what a big twin diesel 
sport-fisherman with a comfortable 
cabin would be. But today, these 
multi engine go-fasts can cost their 
proud owners every bit as much (and 
in some cases more) than what they 
might pay for a traditional sportfisher 
with a full cabin featuring heat, A/C, 
staterooms, a galley, salon, etc, etc. 
So I’m having a real hard time under-
standing why someone would spend 
that kind of dough on a boat where 
the crew will be riding out and back 
while sitting on beanbag seats and 
wearing rain gear when they could be 
inside a comfortable cabin on a plush 
sofa watching satellite TV! 

So all that is just me talking and 
trying to be upfront and honest about 
the fact that after all these years of 
hanging out on and among boats I 
still don’t really understand anything 
about what’s going on around me. 
The boating world always has and 
always will be moving ahead at warp 
speed and just because some of us 
can’t keep up with it is no reason to 
believe we need to pull back on the 
throttles. So now that I’ve probably 
insulted half the boaters on Delmarva 
(and pissed-off the rest) I think I’ll 
take leave of my keyboard, slip on a 
pair of bell-bottom pants, and get in 
a quick game of lawn darts.

By Capt. Mark 
Sampson

Coastal Report

I DON’T UNDERSTAND

410-726-7946
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PET FRIENDLYPET FRIENDLY
CALL FOR RATES AND PACKAGESCALL FOR RATES AND PACKAGES

LOCATED BETWEEN EASTON & TILGHMAN ISLANDLOCATED BETWEEN EASTON & TILGHMAN ISLAND

ST. MICHAELS INNST. MICHAELS INN
HUNTING RATES AVAILABLEHUNTING RATES AVAILABLE

11228 S. TALBOT ST., - ST. MICHAELS, MD 21663 228 S. TALBOT ST., - ST. MICHAELS, MD 21663 
PHONE: 410.745.3333 PHONE: 410.745.3333 

 WWW.STMICHAELS-INN.COM WWW.STMICHAELS-INN.COM

“‘The best thing about hunting and fishing,’ the Old Man said, ‘is that you don’t have 
to actually do it to enjoy it. You can go to bed every night thinking about how much fun 
you had twenty years ago, and it all comes back clear as moonlight.’” — Robert Ruark

• Corn
• Fowl Ammo
• Deer Ammo
• Muzzleloading Supplies
• Firearm Cleaning Products
• Decoys and Accessories
• Marine Supplies
• Fishing Tackle
• Bait (Minnows, Worms, Cut 
Bait)

4729 Mountain Road
Pasadena, Md.

Thanks once again to all the great folks who came out with us  and 
made the 2022 season one to remember. We appreciate you. 
Captain Harry Neild, Kingfish II.

The Gottleib crew aboard Working Girl with Capt. Shannon 
Pickens caught this nice 45 lb Striper.
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“The Last Word”“The Last Word”

By Steve Huettner

WHERE’S THE 
ELK?

I was fortunate enough to spend a 
few days during the end of the gun 
season with friends pursuing deer up 
and down the hollows and ravines 
of western Maryland or as long-time 
outdoor writer Mike Sawyers of the 
Cumberland Times refers to almost 
Maryland.

While talking around the fire, one 
topic of conversation that came up 
was why doesn’t Maryland have elk.  
A look at the surrounding states shows 
a passion and zeal for bringing back 
and nurturing elk from the territory 
they once ranged. 

Pennsylvania is the grandfather 
state when it comes to elk, having 
started small in the early 1900s to a 
modern-day herd of well over 1400 
animals. Elk have become big busi-
ness with an elk visitor center, an elk 
weekend jamboree, elk viewing, and 
elk hunting.  In 2021, Pennsylvania 
had just under 100,000 people apply 
for 178 licenses across 3 seasons.

Seeing the excitement, passion, and 
money generated by elk, Virginia and 
West Virginia were soon to follow. 
Virginia between 2012 and 2014 start-
ed with 75 elk.  This past season saw 
Virginia have its first elk hunt with 
31,000 hunters applying for five tags, 
generating $513,000 for conservation, 
along with $93,000 from a raffle for a 
remaining tag.

West Virginia, led by sportsmen and 
conservationists began their program 
in 2015 and over the course of seven 
years has watched their herd continue 
to grow and thrive.

Maryland had an elk population do-

ing colonial days.  We have miniature 
elk (Sika) in Dorchester County. West-
ern Maryland has large tracts of public 
land that could support elk.  Maryland 
also had the opportunity to “set the 
market” ahead of Virginia and West 
Virginia when it came to elk.

2011 the Maryland Legislative 
Sportsmen’s Foundation (MLSF), 
the Maryland Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR), and the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) 
announced the formation of a partner-
ship to determine the viability of elk 
reintroduction to Western Maryland.  
The study would examine the biologi-
cal, social, and economic aspects of 
elk and was administered by Respon-
sive Management.

In 2012 the results of a statewide 
public opinion survey found that near-
ly three out of four Maryland residents 
(72%), including two-thirds of West-
ern Maryland residents (68%) spe-
cifically, support the reintroduction of 
elk into the western part of the State.  
Along with the public opinion survey 
was an economic assessment that de-
termined Western Maryland could 
realize a projected $4 million annu-
ally in visitor spending should elk be 
reintroduced there (remember this is 
2012).

Based on the finding one would 
think with strong public approval, 
money from the Rocky Mountain Elk, 
and existing herds in Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky we would have gotten 
elk.  These two states had established 
herds and had answered many ques-
tions and learned to address problems 

that arose.  Alas when it came time to 
move forward, the political will was 
absent.  

Public meetings saw the Gar-
rett County and Allegany County 
Farm Bureaus, the Allegany – Gar-
rett Sportsmen’s Association and the 
governing body of Garrett County all 
oppose the reintroduction of elk.  The 
only entity in support was the Allega-
ny County Commissioners. 

Some of the reasons given at the 
meeting against reintroduction are list-
ed below and no I didn’t make these 
up.

Rutting elk would enter school-
yards during recess and trample play-
ing children (someone had a vivid 
imagination). Elk would cross I-68 
and kill people traveling in their 
cars. Elk would defecate in mountain 

streams, thus prompting the State to 
sue western Maryland for water qual-
ity violations (my favorite). Elk would 
decimate every crop in western Mary-
land.

As I finished telling the story of 
how Maryland had a chance to get elk 
more than a decade ago, those around 
the fire shook their head in disbelief.  
An animal that once roamed the area, 
established in the surrounding state, 
and an economic force multiplier was 
denied because of fear of rutting elk 
attacking school children.

As the fire began to dim, and I head-
ed to my tent, I hoped that someday in 
the future I would be able to fall asleep 
to the bugle from an elk in my home 
state of Maryland. The mountains 
sound empty without them.

410-708-1616

Capt. Doug of Backdraft Charter Fishing took a nice 6pt sika stag 
with his bow on Saturday January 14th on his property in 
Dorchester County. Photo courtesy of Clyde’s Sport Shop.
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Book of  the Month
IT’S ONLY FISHING

Recipe of  the Month

2020 was a year of change. Caught be-
tween occupations and a global pandemic, 
24-year-old Joe Jackson decided to write 
an essay for every fly-fishing trip he took. 
And just like the fishing itself, these essays 
drift from the metaphysical to the wholly 
matter-of-fact.

Ingredients:

3 tablespoons olive oil
1 domestic rabbit or snowshoe hare or 2 cottontails, cut into 
serving pieces
1 large yellow onion, sliced into 1/4” pieces from root to tip
1 head of garlic, cloves whole but peeled
Salt
1/3 cup sherry vinegar
1 bay leaf
Black pepper
1 cup peas

Directions:
Either store-bought or wild rabbits will work with this recipe; if 
you use wild bunnies, I’d suggest cottontails and snowshoe 
hares. The quality of the vinegar and garlic matter. I use sherry 
vinegar, and I urge you to use it if possible, but a good cider, 
white wine or even malt vinegar would be alternates. Home-
grown garlic is best, as it will often be less harsh and have 
larger cloves than regular garlic, but any garlic will work. 

1. Heat the olive oil in a large, lidded pot like a Dutch oven 
or, if you have one, an earthenware pot. Brown the rabbit 
pieces well, salting them as you do. Remove them as they 
brown and set aside. When the rabbit is browned, add the 
onion and cook, stirring occasionally, until it begins to 
brown, about 8 to 10 minutes. Add the garlic cloves and 
cook another minute or two.

2. Nestle the rabbit back into the pot, sprinkle some salt 
over everything and add the vinegar and bay leaf. Pour 
in enough water to get about halfway up the sides of the 
rabbit. Cover the pot and cook slowly over low heat for 
about 2 hours.

3. When the rabbit is tender, add black pepper and mix in 
the peas. Serve with lots of crusty bread.

BRAISED RABBIT WITH GARLIC Will Dize Bagged 
this Beauty of 8 
pointer scoring in 
at 122 3/8”, which 
took 1st Place in 
the Junior’s  Big 
Buck contest at 
Winks Sporting 
Goods
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1997 Parker 2520 Sports cabin 
with Yamaha 225 needs motor 
work or new motor. Equipped 
with all garmin electronics: gps, 
fish finder, radar, ray marine 
auto pilot, and standard horizon 
gx2200 vhf with AIS . Dose not 
have a trailer I have someone 
that can move it to any location 
asking 20k obo call or text for 
more information 
410-212-4266

Custom built deer blinds. Wood 
frame with corrugated fiberglass 
material on outside. Prices start 
at $650 and vary based on size 
and height. One man 4ftx4ft 
,two man 6ftx4ft, three man 
8ftx4ft models. Ground,8,10,12 
heights or I can custom build 
what you have in minds. Each 
blind is hand painted inside and 
out. All exposed wood is flex 
sealed for more durability. Lad-
ders included. Also can order 
and install windows for a extra 
charge. These blinds are very 
durable and easy to move. Give 
me a call 443-859-5221. I re-
quire a non refundable deposit 
to start. I also give discounts 
with multiple blind purchases or 
retuning customers. Check out 
my Facebook page Scott’s Cus-
tom Deer Blinds! 

Jonn Deere 850 4WD diesel 
tractor 876 Hours
$7000 410-708-1616

WORKBOAT - Turn key ready 
to go to work it has a 3160 cat-
erpillar with a 506 twin disc runs 
good an easy on fuel. Has hy-
draulic steering front and back. 
Comes with Raymarine chart-
plotter. This is a nice wide boat 
so it has plenty of room. I have 
purchased another boat and I 
do not need 2 work boats price 
is firm... call text or message 
410-330-5500

Robins Baybuilt · Driven NaN 
miles. Built in 1972 with 5-1/4 
mahogany transverse strip 
plank over oak frame and monel 
fasteners, Complete refit 2011 
glassed over with 1708 and 
very strong, boat just completed 
dry dock with uscg in sept 2021.
she has been constantly updat-
ed and meticulously maintained 
42x14 Cecil Robbins Custom 
Baybuilt glass over mahogany, 
with fly bridge.
Twin cummins 6bta 330 with ZF 

gears, 5k hr.
17kt cruise and 22.5 kts wot.
Raritan head.
Sitex sounder, NEW oct 
2020 garmin 1242 phantom 
radar,gps,side scan. Simrad 
9inch sounder and gps. Furuno 
plotter. Vhf, and am/fm radios.
Led lighting all the way around, 
underwater,nav and deck lights. 
Cabin is finish with rod storage 
for 36, full v birth counter space 
and storage. Boman sliding 
windows. Heat electric and bus 
heater for underway heat.
Ac on shore power no genera-
tor.   Boat is USCG certified for 
12+2 and is currently running 
daily. Selling to upgrade bring 
offers call 301-536-6392 seri-
ous buyers only.

Horse quality alfalfa , orchard 
grass, and mix. Eastern shore 
410-708 4005

Join our small group to hunt 
geese and ducksIn Kent county 
e-mail gschumann@msn.com
 or call George 410-703-3018 
for details”.

Deer farms in Queen Anne’s 
and Caroline county for rent for 
this season. Call 410-708-1276
 Wanted Deer & Turkey Hunters 
to join a 240 acre hunting lease, 
part woods & part clear cut, in 
Wicomico County, MD  
call 410-852-0550. 

Well established club looking 
for members. Our club oper-
ates on several farms in Kent 
County, Maryland area. Club 
provides all decoys, boats, 
blinds, and pits for your unlim-
ited waterfowl hunting. Kids 
are welcomed and hunt for 
free. Great Guys, Great Hunt-
ing and Just Great Times! 
For More information feel free 
to contact Norman @ 301-
659-8779 or Brian @ 410-708-
9715 $1800.00 per person1/22 
Season

Kent County Goose Pit for 
Rent in the Still Pond Area 
2,500 call if interested 443-
309-9269

Step by step Drake Canvas-
back decoy painting video by 
six time World Champion Tom 
Christie. 50 minute video in-
cludes paint colors, mixing 
instructions and brush selec-
tions along with high resolution 
images of the finished decoy.  
Videos are also available for 
Gadwall, Black Duck, Red-
head, Shoveler, Wood Duck, 
Mallard and Wigeon drakes as 
well as a Hen Pintail. Visit my 
web site at tomchristieart.com 
for more information and send 
me an email through the con-
tact form there to order your 
videos.

FOR SALE

Classifieds

2023 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less

2023 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Open · 5:00AM - 5:00PM
www.majorcrabs.com

107 Short Rd, 
Stevensville, 

MD

Phone: 
443-

249-5125
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Arundel Firearms and Pawn
It's time after 35 years. - Retiring soon.

And the WIFE says 
everything must go!!

No reasonable offers refused.

Including the business!
Guns, ammo of all kinds, and plenty of stuff you haven't seen. 

 
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd 

Glen Burnie, Maryland- 410-761-6381

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!!
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CLYDE’S SPORT SHOPCLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
LET’S GO FISHIN’ LET’S GO FISHIN’ 

TEN DAY SALE!TEN DAY SALE!

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410-242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
• GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES

1957-2023 “66 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”

FISHING LICENSES ON SALE

Pflueger Spinning Reels On Sale!
Featuring President Series!

Penn Spinning Reels On Sale!
Featuring Battle III Series!

Check Out Our Selection 
of St. Croix Rods

Live and Frozen Bait - Minnows
Rod & Reel Repairs - Lures - 

Hooks - Lead Weights - 
Tackle for Perch, Panfish & Bass

For Rockfish - Circle Hooks, 
Bucktails, Umbrellas & Parachutes

Store Wide Fishing Sale
Friday, March 17th thru 

Sunday, March 26th

10% OFF 
ALL Fishing Rods, 
Combos and ALL 

Fishing Tackle
Excludes bait & Licenses

Save on Premium Monofilament Line - 1/2 PRICE!
From 1 1/2 Cents per yard • Bring Your Empty Spools and 

Have Us Install New Line. 
(Sale Does Not Include Power Pro)


